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it's somewhere around twenfit-seten thousand pounds. Bat no tax or

VAT. For the obvious reasons.

Vorth the extrafew quid thoagh. Vhen the bomb finalfi goes 0ff,

mzneJ is not going to be an issae, is it?
It's not a// about monel6 of course. Qrit, the opposite in some wa1s.

Oka1, then, no time to waste.

Time is ticking, and it's not the onfi thing.
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the contrary over the t ears. To thrnk this time last r,ear she

\vas still u,rth the football chaitman?

Before Paul.

Joanna and Paul met online. Peoptre - w-ell, Ron - otten
tell me I should do online dating, but I rdorry that evervone

u,ouid just be aftet mv credit card detaiis. Ibrai'rim told me

I must never teli peopie A-lan's name in the park because

the1, can use the information to steal vour password. I said

that I don't use Alan's name in an.,r of irrl'passworcls, but
he r,l,.as insistent. So if people ask rne Aian's name I say he's

calledJor,ce. And if they then ask me mv name, I bid thern

a polite goodbr,e.

I mentioned the florist and the cake and the dress and

so on, but i didn't lnention that joanna and I har.e rowed

about all of them, anci plenty of other ihings besides. For
example, there are to be no hy'mns, just 'Backstreet Bovs'.

It got to the point rvhere I had to sa),', 'If vou don't'want
me to help, just te1l me,' and Joanna said, 'I don'[ urant )rou
to help, h'lum,' and tirat set me off cry-ing, and then that set

Joanna offcr1,ing, and she said of course she wanted me to
help, and I said I know I interfere, I knorv, and poor lbra-
him walked into the middle of this whole scene, and then
backed slowly out of the room. I've said it befote, Ibtahim
is no foo1, except when it comes to dogs and passwords.

Joanna and I have different ideas about weddings, that's

to be expected. If we have different ideas about gluten,
'we're going to have different ideas about most things.

There's my way of doing things (honed over a long and

hrppy lifetime) and then there's Joanna's way of doing
things. SThat Ron calls 'the London way'.

The very first rors
she and Paul told mr

thriiled. I mean, it rr-as

heat ail sorts of stori
thrilled nonetheless. P

Joanna usuallv dates,'t

or Americans. Nors I
aires or Americans, t?

for example, but Yari

a professor at a unire
And being a proftssor
a footbdT chairman or

So, the f,rst row.

I'd given Joartna a|
asked Joanna if it was

said absolut+ noq n(
ding, and I said, I can'

something like,'Otr, t[
*ring verv rreutr4 yo
shame?' She said rhar.
but I could tell that tro
I'll just defuse this, an<

thought, as an older t
s'ho would want to co
coof 'An older bride?'

Joyce, and I said, \o
if they get married at
ding, zftet a dir.orce.'
helped. PauI said somc

rrzs listening becau-se
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stage in our argumeflt. Joanra smiled (not with her eyes

though, that's how you can tell, isnlt it?) and said a small

wedding suited her, and it was her weddiflg, so that's what
was going to happen. I saw her point, but you know me,

my head was full of bridesmaids, and handsome ushers,

and bouquets, and dancing. Something ltke Bridgerton, if
you've seen it. I could see a big crowd of happy friends, all

wiping Lway tears and'complimenting my hat. I could see

F-hzabeth, Ron and Ibrahim with me. I'd be on the front
row; they could sit behind. They could lean forvard and

tell me how beautiful I looked. This was all going around
my head, when I said, 'I'm sure you know best. You always

do, don't you?'At this point Joanna asked Paul to go and

make us all a cup of tea.

N7titten down like this, I do see I might have handled it
differendy.'

Joanna came in very close and told me she wasnt going
to lose her temper, because Paul had rrever seen her rcdly
lose her temper, and she thought it was probably best to get
eighteen months or so into the actnl marrrage before he

saw her in full flight (it wasnt the time, but I wanted to say

she was absolutely right about this. By the tirne Gerty first
saur me real7y unleash, we were lirrirg in a three-bed in H^y-
wards Heath, and I vias pregnant, so it was fat too late for
him to get cold feet). Then she said she was having a small

wedding, with no fuss but a lot of love, and I said, and I'm
aware I shouldn't have s aid anything at a)1., that a big wedding
isnt a fuss, and that perhaps she wasnt thinking straight, and

Paul walked back in and asked where the milk was, and we

both said, 'Fridge,'without taking our eyes offeach other.

I knew she was rigt
been excited about her
and I've played it thro,
that's why I was being
I didn't see it then. N
couldn't afford a big r
was small. Just our par
17 @ut not from Nur
hedge trimmer), G.rtt
mrrse friends and two
an afls'urer. Vre had sar

afterwards and \*-e \Ferr

So, anvwav, I told 
_Jt

back foo! and thoughr
Dl]Y me some tlme
me. and she said- T

-:r- :-isle .' '-rnd. .. ;-
l" . .nf .L::ncd :

-:r- :-isle .' '-rnd. .. ;-.
imelrne d

'.,)

would har-e said, and t
big wedding or a srne

beautihrl daughter aod

nogJoanna couldn't str

Paul gave us both or
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said, 'For futr,ire reference, rvhere is the sugar?' and I said

the cupboard above the microwave, and Joanna asked rf
there w-efe anv jerveis or cocaine in mv microw-ave, or a gun

perhaps, and I said no. It's been a quiet ).ear in tl-rat regard.

\X/e still meet every Thursdar,. of course, Elizabeth, Ron,

Ibrahim and I, and u,e're in and out of each other's flats

on a daih, basis (iess so with Elizabeth - she stili needs a bit
of time), but u,,e've managecl to stay out of anv real troubie

for a u,-hile nou,-.

I told Joanna thatliltzabeth, Ron and Ibrahim would be

so excited for her, and that the1, would understand it was a

small v'edding, so there wouldn't be inr,-itations f,or them,

and Joanna said that of course thev w-ere invited. and I
said, 'That's too much, a small rvedding is a small rvedding,

and there must be other people rxrho should be invited
first,' and then Joanna, said, 'Mum, when ,vou salr vou $'ant

a "big u.edding", horv many people do \,ou mean?' and I
said, 'Well, about two hundred, that's the number in my

head,' and she laughed. She said that her friend Jessica
(Jacinta? Jernima?) had eight hundred people at her wed-

ding, in Nforocco.

And so I askedJoannzwhat she thoughta smallwedding

was and she said, About two hundred. N[um.'
And so there we har.e it. Joanna is having the small

wedding she has alwavs rvanted, and I arn having the big

wedding I have alrru'avs wanted. Sometimes it pays to be

difrerent from yout children.
I then asked if Bogdan and Donna could come, or per-

haps Chris and Patrice, andJoanna told me not to push my

luck, and that they could come to the evening do, which

'i,,u c] b. t, ;:. l- . - -
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